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82 million people are now displaced.

EURO2020 X WORLD
REFUGEE DAY
As football fans across the globe are glued
to the men’s UEFA European Championships,
we look at the situation facing refugees and
asylum seekers in each of the host nations.

NADIA NADIM
Nadia Nadim spoke to Fare about her life
as a refugee, her love for football and life in
Denmark.

THE BARCA FOUNDATION AND
ITS MANY WOMEN COACHES
Catalonia is home to many dynamic initiatives
promoting social inclusion of refugees through
sport. Lucy Mills of the Barca Foundation
provides a snapshot of two different and
successful examples.

“WE DON’T SERVE REFUGEES”
Since 2015 Rahela Jurkovic has been
researching how football can integrate
refugees into the Balkans region. Here she
shares her findings.
´

“BEING A REFUGEE DOES
NOT MEAN YOU ARE USELESS
TO SOCIETY”
The queer Parisian club Les Dégommeuses
are committed to fighting for the rights of
refugees and asylum seekers. Hear from
one of their own on how the club helped
their arrival to France.
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Grassroots heroes
Some of the 126 Fare member
organisations across the world are
working in the area of refuge inclusion,
here are some of them on what makes
football the unique tool it is.

“being a refugee is
part of my Story”
Bayern Munich wing-back Alphonso
Davies was born in a refugee camp in
Ghana and is acknowledged as one
of the best young players in European
football. He told ESPN his story.

refugees... and the
sports shortcut
Mexican journalist and sports
commentator, Alberto Lati, is a prominent
sports supporter of the UN Refugee
Agency and refugee rights. Here, he
describes how these two worlds overlap.

“now we are a part
of the world”
In Eastern Chad, Darfur Unites was created
in a refugee camp. Gabriel Stauring
recounts the story.

community champions
For 16 years Ecuador group FUDELA has
developed initiatives to transform the lives
of refugees by using an holistic approach
to human development.

FARE refugee XI
Our 2021 Fare Refugee XI has a
focus on young players

82 MILLION PEOPLE ARE
NOW DISPLACED
PitchPlay Refugees is being published just as the UN Refugee agency announces the
number of people who have been forced to flee their homes around the world has risen to a
record 82 million.

T

he total has doubled in a decade; it means
more than 1% of the world’s population is
displaced. And although the pandemic had led
to a significant reduction in asylum applications,
the 11.2 million people displaced last year was still
more than in 2019.
Many have been forced to flee because of
persecution, conflict, violence and human rights
violations.
Yet since the turn of the decade the attention
on refugees among the public has been fleeting,
often only caught in the face of a specific, personal
(usually photographed) tragedy. In the meantime,
our governments continue to develop inhumane
policies and refugees continue to be portrayed
negatively across Europe. Things have got worse
during the pandemic, access to basic services has
become difficult and there are reports of inhumane
treatment and neglect of asylum seekers.
The love of football has never been higher, it
has a reach that is unprecedented. And it provides
us with an opportunity to support the lives of
refugees and to highlight refugees as humans.
Humans who deserve the right to dignity. To
equality. To be exceptional.
This is clearly evident in the lives, careers and
words of Nadia Nadim and Alphonso Davies. Two
of the leading footballers in the world, who also
happen to be refugees.
Whether using sport to help integration
and empowerment, or improving access to
education, or promoting gender equality, Fare is
proud to be working with so many organisations
focused on refugees and their welfare. Many
are grassroots organisations but there are also
football associations doing this work.

It is also a call to action. We need everyone in
the game to play their part, to be more outspoken
on refugee rights. We cannot expect the cause to
fall only on the shoulders of refugees themselves
and inter-governmental organisations.
We launch the Fare 2020 Refugee XI with a
focus on young players and those with exceptional
stories. We do it to show what refugees are
capable of, how they are heroes too. Later this
summer we will see the second Olympic games
featuring a Refugee Team, here’s a suggestion:
let’s do the same in football. At the next Euro and
at the next World Cup, why not have a team of
Refugees?
#WithRefugees
Esther Jones Russell

www.farenet.org
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The UEFA European Championships is underway. It is a unique tournament with matches
being played across 11 countries from Baku in the east to Glasgow in the west. As football
fans across the globe are glued to the matches, World Refugee Day gives us the opportunity
to highlight the situation facing refugees and asylum seekers in each of the host nations.
It doesn’t always make for easy reading.

1

BAKU, AZERBAIJAN

There are 652,356 people across
Azerbaijan who are defined as internally
displaced people. Largely as a result of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict in the
1980s/1990s, but also from more recent
conflicts in the same area.
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Rome, Italy

Italy is at the heart of the Mediterranean
crossing between Africa and Europe with
the number of refugees in the country estimated
to be around 200,000.
During the global pandemic, to prevent the
spread of Covid-19, authorities have confined
migrants to ships. Many have been unable to
receive necessary medical care as a result.
However, in 2020 the government
announced it would re-introduce a 2-year permit
for people who do not qualify for asylum but who
risk inhuman or degrading treatment. In the face
of restrictive policies, this was a glimmer of hope.

Get to know: Liberi Nantes, a Rome-based club using
football to fight against the hostile political environment,
open the minds of society and integrate refugees into Italy.

3

ST PETERSBURG, RUSSIA

The number of refugees and asylum seekers
in Russia is relatively low, with the UNHCR in
2020 estimating around 30,000 people, the majority
of whom are from Ukraine. However, as of late 2019,
Russia had 78 migration detention centres, with
8,571 people detained there. Poor access to medical
care, unsanitary conditions and overcrowding are
among the concerns affecting these centres.
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AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

Time for Tokyo: The Netherlands will have
three athletes in the Olympic Refugee Team
in Tokyo:

1. Sanda Aldas, a refugee from Syria will be
competing in Judo.
2. Aram Mahmoud, a refugee and now Olympic
badminton player, having previously been on
the Syrian National Team.
3. Dina Pouryounes Langeroudi will compete in
taekwondo having fled Iran in 2015.
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BUCHAREST, ROMANIA

Romania is becoming a key country in
the Balkan migrant route as many people
in Serbia try to avoid the increasingly hostile
route through Hungary and Croatia. Yet, entering
Romania isn’t without difficulties. In 2020, 25,000
people were ‘pushed back’ at the border, meaning
they were forcibly removed without having the
opportunity to apply for asylum.
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COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

Denmark have set themselves the controversial
target of receiving zero asylum applications.
The result of this has seen Syrian refugees have their
residency revoked, on the basis that Syria is now safe
to return to. Most recently, Denmark has passed a law
meaning that asylum seekers may be relocated outside
of Europe while their claim is being assessed. The
government has confirmed that this policy is to deter
people seeking asylum in the first place.
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BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

“I don’t understand how Europe could
sink so morally low; the immigration
policy is an expression of moral downfall.”
These are the words of Zsolt Petry, a Hungarian
goalkeeping coach who was removed from his
coaching role at Hertha Berlin as a result. Petry
had been responding to his compatriot and RB
Leipzig goalkeeper Peter Gulasci’s public support
of LGBTIQ+ people.
Fighting back: The Mahatma Gandhi Human Rights
Organisation is fighting back against xenophobic and divisive
policies. Its African Stars Football Team is made up entirely
of refugees and migrants, who are provided with legal aid and
counselling and involved in cultural events and festival.
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LONDON, ENGLAND

The image of asylum seekers risking the
treacherous journey across the English
Channel has become a common feature in the
news. Yet proposed laws by the British government
would punish those who survive the journey. Arriving
by a method deemed ‘illegal’ would vastly narrow
the chances of asylum seekers receiving permanent
settlement status.
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GLASGOW, SCOTLAND

People Power: Last month saw Glaswegian
residents successfully protest against
the forced removal of two men by Home Office
Immigration services. Locals gathered in the street,
blocking the van until the men were eventually
released. Scotland has been vocal in its support for
refugees, welcoming twice as many Syrian refugees
as the UK average.
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SEVILLE, SPAIN

In a rare act of state solidarity for
refugees during the Covid-19 pandemic,
the Spanish Government guaranteed aid for
migrants and refugees in the reception system,
temporarily suspending the requirement to have valid
documentation in order to continue receiving aid.
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MUNICH, GERMANY

Germany has led the way in Europe with
its open-border response since 2015. It is
the fifth largest host country of refugees in the world,
and has received the most Syrian refugees of any
European country.

Championing Women: Champions ohne Grenzen doesn’t only
provide free and accessible football sessions to refugee women,
it also supports them to become agents of change, facilitating
their progression to coaches in community sports clubs and
involving them in the organisation’s decision-making.
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“FOR A LONG TIME

That’s what I think is amazing about the game.
Even if you don’t speak the language and you look
different, on the field everyone is the same.
There were some really tough times. I didn’t
know what the future held, and I had no certainty
about what was going to happen. I felt that
football always gave me the chance to disappear
from reality. And I still feel the same today. When
I have a football with me, I forget everything that
is around me.
I am a really competitive person, and the
fact that I could see how easily and quickly I was
picking the sport up only made my passion and
eagerness to learn even stronger. It was like an
outlet away from what was going on in the real
world. I felt that football gave me the chance to
be a kid. Coming from a war meant that I didn’t
really experience my childhood. Football gave me
back the joy that was missing.

I FELT LIKE AN
ALIEN, BUT MY
LOVE OF THE GAME
HAS KEPT ME
GOING”
Nadia Nadim, the professional Afghan-Danish footballer, who has just left PSG spoke
to Fare about her life as a refugee and her love for football and life in Denmark.
Since fleeing the Taliban in Afghanistan aged 12, Nadia has gone on to have a hugely
successful football career at club level and for the Danish National Team.

WHEN DID YOU START
PLAYING FOOTBALL?

?

Unlike most professional players, I started
really late. When I was younger, the opportunity
didn’t present itself. In fact, football only
came to me when I was in a refugee camp in
Denmark.
I was lucky that next to the camp was this
football club with amazing fields and really good
coaches. We used to be at the refugee camp
from 9 to 1 for language lessons, but after that
we were free to do anything. I and a few others
used to go to the fields each day to watch. At
the beginning, because we were shy and didn’t
know the language, we were quite scared. We
used to sit very far away and just watch these
people training.
But every day we came closer and closer,
until one day I gathered the courage to ask the
girls’ team coach - it was the first time I saw a
girls’ team playing football - if I could join. He
agreed, I was surprised because I didn’t expect
it to be so easy; I was prepared to fight for it.
After that, everything just went very fast.
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SO WAS THIS YOUR FIRST
ENCOUNTER WITH FOOTBALL IN
DENMARK OR DID YOU EVER PLAY
FOOTBALL IN AFGHANISTAN?

HOW EASY WAS IT TO GET INTO
FOOTBALL IN DENMARK? DID YOU
EVER FACE ANY BARRIERS?

?

My dad was a really, really huge sports
fanatic. He played field hockey and loved
watching football. I was never really into football
because I didn’t know what it was. Dad gave us
our first football and I just played dodgeball with
it. He had to explain : ‘guys, you’re supposed
to kick it’. So that was my first encounter with
football, when my Dad was trying to teach us in
the backyard. It wasn’t until later that I started to
really get into it.
HOW DID YOUR PASSION FOR THE GAME
GROW?. WHAT MAKES YOU LOVE FOOTBALL?

?

The reason I have always loved football and
still do is because it is accessible for most people,
although for some it’s not the case. It’s accessible
in the sense that you don’t really need a lot to
play the game. When I started, I didn’t have
anything. I was playing in my jeans and a shirt
that my Mum had bought at a second-hand shop.
The coach provided the balls so all I had to do
was be there.

?

Yes, definitely. First of all, let me say that
I think sports in general is a great tool for
integration. It was my way into society, my way to
learn the language, make Danish friends, learn
about the culture. It was awesome.
But at the same time, there are definitely
still barriers.
To start, financially it was a big struggle.
My mum didn’t have the money to pay even the
tiny amount that kids needed to join in activities.
Then at my first club, I remember my sister and
I went for a trial. The club liked us but it was far
from where we lived. I had to take a train and a
bus, but I still wanted to go. If I
wanted to get better, I had to go.
My mum disagreed. She felt that
studying was more important
and we didn’t have the money
for the transport. I was lucky and
the club offered to pay for my
transport. Where you are 15 or 16,
this is not something a club normally does. I
felt blessed that we had people around us
that really helped.
I have been fortunate in that sense, but I
know the issues. I know a lot of people that
had to stop because of the money it cost
or because their parents haven’t supported
them. I know people who have stopped

because they’re introverted and the facilities
available meant you have to take a shower in
front of other people. It’s awkward. Very easily
you can become an ‘alien’. For a long time I felt
like an alien, but my love of the game has kept
me going.
So I do understand the struggles but I still think
football should be used much more in integrating
and educating. It is a common ground that
everybody understands.
DID YOU EVER STRUGGLE TO FEEL
ACCEPTED IN DANISH SOCIETY?

?

I never felt a hundred percent accepted. I
always thought I had to prove myself, even on the
National Team. They wanted me in the national
team since I was 16-17, but I couldn’t join because I
wasn’t Danish. I had to wait 7 years to get a Danish
passport. It was hard.
Growing up I had a lot of discrimination
because I looked different. I heard a lot of” “Go
back to your home” or “go back to your own
country”. I still get a lot of these kind of messages,
but it is less face-to-face now.
The more I grew up, the more I felt in my body
what was going on, like this thing underneath which
is so hard to explain if you haven’t experienced it. I
always had the feeling that if me and someone with
blonde hair and blue eyes performed the same way,
the other person would be picked over me. For me,
that is the systematic racism that exists. I tried to
cope by telling myself, “it is what it is, it’s just life”.
But it shouldn’t be that way. Why do I have to prove
myself more than someone else?
Getting awarded Dane of the
Year in 2017 was a huge surprise.
It was an amazing moment. The
person who presented the award
said: Nadia, now you don’t
need Denmark anymore but
Denmark needs you. It made
me realise I can now give so
much back. I have learned that
working hard, having faith in yourself
and in your capabilities enables you to
change people’s opinions, even those
who didn’t used to accept you.
@Nadia_Nadim | www.nadianadim.com
Nadia spoke to the Fare Ethnic Minority
Women’s Group, if you want to know more
about this group contact info@farenet.org
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WHY THE
BARCA
FOUNDATION
USES SO
MANY WOMEN
AS COACHES
Catalonia is home to many dynamic initiatives promoting social inclusion of refugees
through sport. Many work on gender equality at the same time. Lucy Mills of the Barca
Foundation provides a snapshot of two different and successful examples.

B

arça Foundation is the official
foundation of Fútbol Club Barcelona.
Now 25 years old, the foundation
brings to life the “More Than A Club”
ethos and prioritises social inclusion
of children in the most vulnerable
contexts worldwide, using sports, play and games
as the main approach. Since 2017, the foundation
has delivered programmes involving children and
youth of migrant and refugee backgrounds in
several European countries and in Lebanon. The
programmes create positive, safe, and structured
learning environments to improve physical and
emotional wellbeing.
These spaces are especially important for
young people who have undergone traumatic
journeys and lost months, if not years, of their
education and social / family networks. The
methodologies used in the programmes combine
all kinds of sports, games and play alongside
time for discussion and reflection, a blend that is
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proven to help participants gain life skills, selfconfidence, and friendships, and overcome
stress, anxiety, and anger.
What´s more, it is remarkable how
the name of “FC Barcelona” ignites
excitement, gets children to the sports
field, and makes them feel special, even though
there are occasional arguments about which
team is better, Barça or Madrid!
As is the case for sport for development
projects the world over, having more women
trained as coaches to lead Barça Foundation
programmes brings benefits. In programmes
for refugees, the increasing number of refugee
women leaders is an opportunity for their own
personal and professional development and
connection to a community, but it also leads to
girls feeling more welcome as participants.
It is important to remember that the
programme is often the first chance that girls
have had to play sports in their lives. In the Bekaa

Valley region of Lebanon, for example, 45% of
coaches are women – from Lebanon, Syria, and
Palestine. The year-on-year increase in women
leaders has led to a year-on-year increase of girls
joining and staying in the programme and, in most
cases, programmes have 50% girls. Three years
ago, this figure averaged 12%.
Barça Foundation´s preference is for
programmes to have mixed-sex sessions. A
recent study showed a positive correlation
between mixed sessions and an increased
tolerance towards girls practising sports (and
women coaching) among boys, as well as better
collaboration and more respectful relationships
between girls and boys. Meanwhile, where mixedsex activities were not common practice, children’s
expressions tended to be more stereotyped.
Barça Foundation is not the only organisation
in Catalonia working to promote the rights and
social inclusion of refugees and migrants. There
is a rich ecosphere of such organisations, along
with the Catalan government and institutions such
as the Catalan Red Cross and the UN Refugee
Agency Spain. One that I´ve come to learn about
recently is an amateur football club
turned NGO, AE Ramassa, in Les
Franqueses del Vallès – about an
hour´s drive from Barcelona city.
Run largely by a team of volunteers,
the club’s story and achievements are incredible.
Their DNA is based on an innate understanding
of the power of football and in how to use it to
contribute to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals. For the past 6 years they have undertaken
cooperation projects in Ethiopia, Benin, Uganda,
Cameroon, Madagascar, and Ivory Coast, they
run a long-term football programme for girls and
boys in Yaoundé, Cameroon, and they are active
members of Victor Ochen´s African Youth Initiative

The year-on-year increase in women leaders
has led to a year-on-year increase of girls
joining and staying in the programme.

Network. Closer to home, Ramassa conducts
awareness raising campaigns and talks in schools
and with municipalities and clubs in Catalonia to
advocate on anti-racism and anti-sexism, women´s
rights, refugee rights, sustainability, and the
importance of sport and physical activity.
Ramassa recently launched a football
project for refugee and migrant women. It is
a truly grassroots endeavour. Ramassa has
a collaboration with Celebreak, a Barcelonaoriginated startup app that runs structured, social
football leagues and matches in several European
and US cities. For this project, Celebreak provides
the football field and equipment on a weekly
basis. With support from UNHCR Spain, Ramassa
is liaising with various social groups and shelters
to identify interested players. And there is a lot of
interest! There are women in their teens through
to women in their 50s of all abilities, from various
countries including Honduras, Venezuela, Nigeria,
and Ukraine. Ramassa secured funds to cover the
cost of childcare for those women who need it.
The project is planned to create the best
conditions for women to enjoy themselves, meet
other women, and feel part of the Ramassa family
(the club´s President, Pere Bufí, aged 62, takes
part in all sessions and the men´s first team
players who are from Ghana and Sierra Leona,
coach the sessions!) Although in the beginning,
the project is mainly inviting refugee and migrant
women, the idea in the longer-term is to utilise the
Celebreak social football community to promote
social exchanges with many more women,
including Catalan and other international women.
@FundacioFCB | @aeramassa
If you are new to Catalonia, regardless of your
background, gender, or ability, you’ll find your football
home. For more information or to get in touch, please
email me at lucy.mills@fcbarcelona.cat
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Other similar good things I saw involved male
players in Greece, such as Hope Refugee FC in
Athens (now called Hope Sports), the Football
for All initiative and the Arsis organisation in
Thessaloniki. In other countries, similar initiatives
connecting refugees and local communities
through football were found in Belgrade, Serbia:
Info Park and ADRA Community Centre. In
Croatia, it was an informal group of migrants
playing football who were most successful in
helping refugees navigate through different
aspects of the local culture.

The role of football in refugee integration
is significant if the approach is right. There are
many refugees and asylum seekers in Southeast
Europe who play football, but there is a lack
of awareness about them. Refugees are not
encouraged to play football; at best they are left
to find their own opportunities, at worst they are
actively discouraged from participation. Refugees
need equipment, they need organised training
sessions, they need active engagement from
national associations and local football clubs
with refugee centres and organisations. Perhaps

what was most striking was that all these initiatives
were working independently from the mainstream,
financed by different sources and in need of sustainable funding,
not project-based grants lasting for one or two years.

“WE DON’T SERVE REFUGEES”
Rahela Jurkovic´ visited five countries between September 2019 to April 2020 to look at
how football can integrate refugees and asylum seekers in the Balkans region. She went to
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Greece, North Macedonia and Serbia. Rahela interviewed
71 refugees and 13 people working with them.

R

ahela Jurković visited five countries between
September 2019 to April 2020 to look at
how football can integrate refugees and
asylum seekers in the Balkans region. She went
to Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Greece,
North Macedonia and Serbia. Rahela interviewed
71 refugees and 13 people working with them.
At the time of my visit, there were around
80,000 asylum seekers in Greece. I met some
of them and was surprised to discover young
men in Thessaloniki playing football three times
a day. Some of them were training with top-flight
teams, but they faced difficulties in registering
with local clubs. Registration is done by national
associations, following FIFA regulations. However,
the FIFA regulations are open to interpretation. In
Greece, the interpretation is such that imposed
administrative barriers are near-impossible for
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refugees to overcome. Between 2015 and
2019, only four refugees were registered with
Greek local teams. I spoke to many players
who wanted to be registered: they loved to
play football yet were not allowed to show their
talents on the pitch.
However, the situation in Greece wasn’t
all negative. In Athens I observed a lasting
example of the social power of football: the first
women’s refugee football team in Southeast
Europe – Hestia FC, run by the International
Olympic Truce Centre. The model of integration
implemented by Hestia FC demonstrates that
the process should be led by refugees and
members from the local community who are
able to listen to refugees and respond to their
needs. Mutual confidence, trust and respect are
of paramount importance in this process.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina and North
Macedonia, there were no organisations or
initiatives engaged in football and refugees. In
North Macedonia, there were only a few asylum
seekers (in Skopje and Gevgelija) at the time
of the research. In the Bosnian town of Bihać,
the severity of the human rights’ issue there
was demonstrated by the fact that I was not
able to conduct interviews with refugees in local
restaurants or bars as, in the words of one waiter,
“we don’t serve migrants”.

most importantly, we need to shake the idea that
these people are ‘in transit’. Many of the people in
my study had spent four years in refugee camps
in the region. It is time we supported them and
ensured football truly is for all.
www.researchgate.net/profile/Rahela-Jurkovic
www.asesor.hr
Rahela Jurkovic´ is an independant researcher from
Croatia, with PhD in cultural anthropology. Since 2015,
she has been researching the areas of integration of
refugees into society, including sport and integration. In
2019/20 she conducted the research project ‘Football
and refugees: cultural anthropology of the Balkan
corridor’. co-funded by UEFA.

Photo credit: Hestia FC, run by the International Olympic Truce Centre in Athens
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“BEING A REFUGEE
DOES NOT MEAN
YOU ARE USELESS
TO SOCIETY”

HOW HAS YOUR EXPERIENCE
BEEN IN FRANCE?

The Parisian queer football group, Les Dégommeuses, are committed to
fighting for the rights of refugees and asylum seekers, frequently campaigning
for better conditions in receptions and recognition in France. For International
Refugee Day, they have shared an interview with one of their players Sita,
who had to flee the Ivory Coast because of her sexuality.

TELL US A LITTLE
ABOUT YOURSELF

?

I am Sita, 28 years old, and I’m from
the Ivory Coast. I am a former highlevel sportswoman, a Taekwondo
champion. This sport allowed
me travel to different countries
including Cameroon, Mozambique
and Mexico for important
competitions. In 2009 I became
African vice-champion and got
bronze medals at the 2011
African Games and Team
World Championships. I
had a great sporting career
that I would have liked to
continue, but there are always
unforeseen circumstances
in life...

Credit: David André
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WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO
FRANCE AND HOW YOU LEARN
ABOUT LES DÉGOMMEUSES?

?

I faced serious problems with my family
because of my sexual orientation, so I
was pushed to leave the Ivory Coast
for France. Once I was in France my
friend Fabrice, an activist in ARDHIS
(a group for LGBTIQ+ refugees
and migrants) introduced me to
Les Dégommeuses. Les Dégos
have given me and still give me
support and stability, even
though I no longer live in
Paris full time. In particular,
they were present during
my asylum procedure,
when I needed them most.
I still play football with Les
Dégos from time to time and
follow their activities from a distance.
For me, the club is a second family.

?

I consider France a hospitable country that
welcomed me, gave me a chance to rebuild
myself and to have hope again. My precise plans
have changed along the way, but I keep my
overall goal in mind: to succeed in life.
I was officially granted refugee status in April
2018, and since November that year I have been
training as a security guard. I’ve been moving
back and forth between Paris and Tours for
work, and it’s going well. Especially as I have
found friends from the Ivory Coast in France.
They helped me with my asylum application,
so now that’s what I’m trying to do for others: I
support those who are a bit lost when they arrive,
I explain all the papers and help to motivate
them. I’ve been able to do this for other members
of Les Dégommeuses too.

WHAT MESSAGE DO YOU HAVE
FOR OTHER REFUGEES OR PEOPLE
SEEKING ASYLUM?

?

I would like to give my support to all those
who are still in the process. It’s not easy but
you have to stay positive, be optimistic, follow
the rules and try to be active, even if you are
not in a legal situation. I think the main thing is
to have a strong mindset, although that’s easy
to say but another thing to do…
I am hoping that the terrible impact of
Covid-19 might at least serve as a lesson:
you never know when misfortune might strike.
Yesterday it was others, today it’s the whole
world. Being a refugee does not mean you are
useless to society. But we need help, we need
support, we need empathy.
@LesDegommeuses | www.lesdegommeuses.org

Credit: Lou Camino
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FROM THE BOTTOM UP.
GRASSROOTS HEROES

i
Fundacja dl a Wolnosc
(Pol and)

to promote crossA Polish NGO using sport
er refugees and
cultural values and empow
run Etnoliga: the
migrants. Since 2010 it has
cultural amateur
biggest grassroots crossEurope. In 2020,
football league in Eastern
ssroots award.
Etnoliga won the UE FA Gra

Football’s ability to create change comes from the grassroots and the action we can
take in communities. Some of the 126 Fare member organisations across the world are
working in the area of refuge inclusion, here are some of them on what makes football
the unique tool it is.

League of Tolerance
(Ukraine)
The League of Tolerance defends and promotes
human rights through sport and democratic
participation. It aims to use the power of football
to improve the lives of children and young people,
including Internally Displaced people.
Name: CEO Oleksandr “Sasha” Fomichov
Position in the team: CEO and Head coach
Nationality: Ukraine
What was your journey here?
I was internally displaced from Donbas to
Western Ukraine in August 2014 and there I
created League of Tolerance to challenge all
types of discrimination.
What does football mean to you?
For me, football is a universal language.
It’s a source of joy and inspiration.
Best memory in the club?
Being shortlisted by the Beyond
Sport Global Award 2020 for
scale impact in using sport
to address marginalization
and inequality head on
Facebook.

Facebook: loft.cfco

lashvili
Name: Chabuka ‘Lasha’ Kve
fence
Position in the team: De
e to Poland in 2010
Nationality: Georgian, I cam

rls
FAME Foundation for Gint
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gender equality in the region
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#FootballPeople Weeks 2020
ouraging internally
handbook ‘Play it Dream it’ enc
in sport.
displaced girls to get involved
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Name: Margaret Yashim Uss
der
Position in the team: Midfiel
Nationality: Nigerian
Age: 15

you?
What does football mean to
Football is a way to
express myself and
a source of hope. It’s
also a platform to
learn more and build
friendships.
Best memory
in the club?
I make a new best
memory every time
other girls and I are
on the field playing
football, a game
we grew up seeing
only boys playing.
@famefoundationf
norg
Instagram: famefoundatio
ionORG
dat
oun
EF
FAM
Facebook:

to you?
What does football mean
Roma fan from a
It is 70% of my life. I was
Francesco Totti; he
young age because I loved
me. They offered him
was always a champion for
the club he loved and
big money, but he was at
re.
so he ended his career the

Khalsa Youth Football
Academy (England)
Khalsa use football to tackle racism and all forms
of stereotypes and discriminations. They aim to
provide a platform to support children and works
with organisations in the UK, Spain, Brazil and
India.
Name: Sodhi Singh
Position in the team: Off-pitch: Volunteer
Coach. On-pitch: Forward

Best memory in the club?
a tournament for
I played in a special Etnolig
en I was
young people in 2011 wh
which
15. I won the golden boot,
After
was definitely a highlight.
rly
ula
reg
g
yin
pla
d
rte
that, I sta
ked
loo
t
en’
hav
and
a
for Etnolig
back! My team keeps losing
ying
but I enjoy being here, pla
er
oth
g
etin
football, me
people and just having a
lot of fun.
Instagram: etnoliga
Facebook: etnoliga

Nationality: Afghan Sikh; I came to Europe in
2001
What does football mean to you?
Escapism
Best memory in the club?
It’s impossible to choose just one, so I’ll say any
one of the futsal and five-a-side tournaments
with Khalsa Youth Football Academy.

www.thekfa.com
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teras
Austral Sin Fron
(Chile)
organisation

is a Chilean
Austral Sin Fronteras
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culture to integrate re
that uses sport and
all while
cover urban spaces,
and migrants and re
ion,
ee key pillars of inclus
maintaining their thr
equity and fair play.
a
Name: Lourdes Orteg
: Midfielder
Position in the team
ile
elan, now living in Ch
Nationality: Venezu
Age: 21

Champions Ohne Grenzen e.V.
(Germany)
Champions contribute to the integration and
personal development of refugees in Berlin. They
use sports as an essential tool for integration and
aims to create shared projects with the locals to
facilitate mutual understanding.
Name: Hava
Position in the team: Midfielder
Nationality: Kosovo, I came to Germany in 2014
Age: 21
What does football mean to you?
Football is a very important game where you can
feel free and it makes me happy :)
Best memory in the club?
My best memory is when we played against
football teams from all over the world at Viktoria
Stadium in Berlin. We also played a tournament in
Denmark and won the Environment Prize for our
self-made upcycled shirts. What I love the most
about our club is that I can talk to the trainers
about everything and they are people I trust. I feel
good there.
Instagram: championsohnegrenzen
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“being a
refugee is
part of my
story”
the sensational
alphonso davies

The Bayern Munich wing-back was born in a refugee camp in Ghana and is acknowledged as
one of the best young players in European football. He told ESPN his story.
WHAT WAS THE MESSAGE
FROM YOUR PARENTS ABOUT
YOUR START IN LIFE?

?

From what my parents told me, it was a
tough road. It wasn’t easy for them to leave a
war-torn country in Liberia and then go to a
refugee camp. There were struggles to find
food, find water, and then having a kid as well,
but they fought through it. They were happy.
IT WASN’T AN EASY CHOICE
FOR YOUR PARENTS, BUT AN
IMPORTANT ONE?

?

The story my dad told is how it was during
the war in Liberia. You knew there were only
two opportunities: you either become part of
the war or try to get out. I’m happy they chose
to get out because my parents had no intention
of carrying guns, shooting guns. That’s not who
they are. Everything in the refugee camp was a
battle, it wasn’t easy, but they were alive. I can
just visualise the smile on their faces knowing
we were going to have a better life once we
got accepted in the resettlement program to
go to Canada. They were so excited, it was an
amazing relief.

HOW DO YOU BALANCE BEING AN
ACTIVIST WITH FOOTBALL?

?

I believe my personal story can help make
a difference in people’s lives. It makes me work
harder and I’ll never forget where I come from.
Being a refugee is part of my story and I’m happy
to share everything about it. It motivates me each
and every day to be who I am, to reach out to
people, to tell them that there’s hope and help
others be aware of what the situation is. I want
to be a role model to other refugees as well. For
them to look at me and see there’s hope. To let
them know if we believe in ourselves, we can
make it. I really want to raise awareness and
open people’s eyes to the situation that is going
on around the world.
CAN YOU HELP REMOVE THE
STIGMA AROUND REFUGEES?
THERE REMAINS A LOT OF RACISM
AND NEGATIVITY TOWARDS THEM

?

It’s really important. Even though I’m a
footballer, I still encounter racism. And even
when it’s not about the colour of your skin, you
are looked at differently when you have been
resettled. It’s a tough situation to be in. We

17

www.farenet.org

have to raise awareness, making sure people
understand that we’re all human beings, we’re
all in this world together and we should have
respect and love for one another. But, I mean, it’s
tough stuff. There’s people out there that really
don’t care. They say whatever they want to say
and those are the people that we’re trying to
change, trying to open their eyes to see that no
matter where you come from, we can help each
other as much as possible.

?

HOW DID GROWING UP IN CANADA HELP
SHAPE YOUR FOOTBALL CAREER?

When I moved to Canada, football helped me
make friends. Football helped me express myself.
Football did a lot for me. Playing the game in
Canada -- it was amazing. That’s where I made a
lot of friends. That’s where I became myself. It’s
amazing, that feeling you have playing each and
every day with your friends. I was a shy guy in
school, but once I started playing football that’s
when I started making more and more friends. It
shows you who you are as well. I mean, football
is not just running around playing a game. It’s a
lot of other factors involved.

Even though I’m
a footballer, I
still encounter racism.
And even when it’s
not about the colour
of your skin, you are
looked at differently
when you have been
resettled. It’s a tough
situation to be in.

You are now the most
recognisable Canadian athlete,
fans buy Bayern Munich shirts
with your name on, so how
important is it to use your
voice and profile?

?

I am just using my platform to raise
awareness of situations going on around
the world. I am very grateful that people are
wearing my jersey, looking up to me. It’s
amazing. Even now, I still look up to big athletes
and listen to what they say, so I’m happy that I
can use my platform and my voice to motivate
young people to raise awareness for situations
around the world.

How do you discuss your role
with teammates or opponents?
Do you try to convince other
players to follow your lead?

?

There are a lot of other people there
doing the same as me. For me, talking to
my teammates, I think they know I’m now an
UNHCR ambassador. I’m still fairly new to it,
but the opportunities will come where I can
sit down with them, talk to them and share
opinions about the situation.
You haven’t forgotten your
roots, but who helps keep
your feet on the ground?

?

I have quite a small circle around me and
everyone within that circle wants the best
for me. I think the main ones are my family knowing their story, where we came from, that
keeps my feet on the ground. My mom always
tells me to be a good boy, as she calls it. My
friends too, they help me keep grounded, and
my manager too - he just tells me to remember
where I came from. The support around me is
amazing and everyone has their best interest
in mind for me.
Do you have any plans to go
back to Ghana?

Finally, what is your message
to all refugees?

?

I just want to say we support you and we’re
here. I am excited to join the programme to help
spread the word and hopefully you guys can
take my story as motivation in your own life. I
am happy to be working with the UNHCR and
excited to get things started.

I am just using my
platform to raise
awareness of situations
going on around the world.
I am very grateful that
people are wearing my
jersey, looking up to me.
It’s amazing.

?

I haven’t been back since I left, but that’s
definitely on my list. I want to go back to see
where I grew up, where my family grew up and
where I was for the first five years of my life.
I’m excited that I’ll be getting the chance to go
back, although it’s not possible right now with
everything that is going on (with the COVID-19
pandemic). But in the future, I would love to go
back and see the country.

Extracted from ESPN.com
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REFUGEES... AND THE
SPORTS SHORTCUT

Mexican journalist and sports commentator, Alberto Lati, is a prominent sports
supporter of the UN Refugee Agency and refugee rights. Here, he describes how
these two worlds overlap.

T

here is something odd about numbers:
although they seem powerful, they do not
have a soul. As striking and impressive
as they might appear, they do not get into
the audience´s heart, they do not generate
awareness, they cannot change minds.
Statistics are no doubt important, but if we
really want to make our audience understand
a sensitive issue, we must take a shortcut. And
there is no shortcut as effective as sports.
There are currently more than 80 million
displaced humans worldwide. How do we give
voice to their suffering? How can we make our
audience understand it could have happened
to them? How do we create empathy? How
do make them realise that one morning they
could wake up to the reality of being forced to
leave their homes, culture, language, schools,
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Mediterranean Sea and was now swimming at
the Olympic Aquatic Centre alongside the best
athletes of her generation. Right behind Yusra
came Yiech Pur Biel, the kind youngster who
went from running for his life in South Sudan´s
Civil War, praying to avoid bullets and bombs, to
running in the very same spot as Usain Bolt and
Sir Mo Farah. Yonas Kinde, forced to escape the
political turmoil in Ethiopia, was also marching
along. Minutes before the parade, he was
overwhelmed when he met a fellow marathon
runner who used to train with him back home
and who would now compete against him. The
Refugee Team was made up of individuals who
understood what it meant to feel jeopardised,
the uncertainty of settling down in a refugee
camp, the emptiness of moving forward by giving
up their past.
Every single one of them had an upsetting
story. As journalists, our job was to share these
with our audience and grow awareness. This
message had to be like a torch relay, trying to
pass that excruciating flame from hand to hand,
from ear to ear, from heart to heart.

Statistics are no doubt important, but if we really
want to make our audience understand a sensitive
issue, we must take a shortcut. And there is no
shortcut as effective as sports.

jobs, families, and beloved ones? Trying to
picture themselves in that appalling scenario:
the sudden threat that used to be called home;
having no choice but to leave, silently; the
dangerous path towards God-knows-where; the
rejection and bigotry upon arrival; the cruelty
of being stigmatised as criminals and denied
human rights.
Five years ago, Brazil hosted the Summer
Olympic Games. While several million refugees
were rejected and abused worldwide, ten
refugee athletes received the loudest standing
ovation at Rio de Janeiro´s Maracanã Stadium.
For the first time, the Olympic Games included a
Refugee Team.
Leading the group at the Opening Ceremony
was Yusra Mardini, the charismatic teenager who
escaped Syria by swimming for her life in the
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It was impossible not to be touched by
Yusra´s testimony, but some of my audience
remained sceptical. How could she speak
such perfect English if she’s a refugee? How
could someone escaping the threat of death
in Damascus have a mobile phone? Well, I
insisted, that was the point. Being a refugee
has no relation either to economic or academic
background. It can occur to anyone. Yes, never
mind how safe we feel, that could be any of us.
Since then, every time I talk about refugees,
I love to ask my audience one thing: I ask
them to multiply Yusra´s testimony (or Yiech´s,
or Yona´s, or lately the football star Alphonso
Davies´) by 80 million. Certainly, there lies
the severity, the gravity, the harshness of this
unprecedented emergency.
Our message is only emphasised when
we see how much refugees give back to their
adoptive country whether through literature,
music, science, technology, or sports. If we
consider football as a main component of
patriotism and national identity, then we can
only begin to imagine the relevance of watching

a refugee as an icon of a National Football Team.
Here I’m not only talking about Alphonso Davies,
born in a Refugee Camp in Ghana and now
Canada´s top star. I could be referring to Granit
Xhaqa, originally from a prosecuted family in
Kosovo who now captains Switzerland. Or Steve
Mandanda, forced to depart former Zaire before
lifting the men’s FIFA World Cup for France. Or
Pione Sisto, born to South Sudanese parents in
Uganda and who made the headlines in Denmark
after scoring a vital goal and stating: “Today I am
a Danish Matchwinner. Once I was a Refugee”.
Daniel Arzani was Australia´s youngest player
at the 2018 World Cup just a few years after
fleeing Iran.
Examples of success should not be
compulsory, but they might help in our quest
for consciousness. The least we can do – as
journalists, as members of society – is to be
inclusive and empathetic. If sports can help, it
shall be lifted to its best level ever.

@albertolati

“NOW WE ARE A PART
OF THE wORLD”
In Eastern Chad, Darfur Unites was created in a refugee camp.
Gabriel Stauring recounts the story.

F

rom my very first visit to Darfur refugee camps
on the Chad-Sudan border in 2005, I knew
that this beautiful game, football, would be
a great vehicle for positive change for a group
of people that had experienced the horrors of
genocide. In the first camp I visited, I brought
out a ball and with a group of young men we
set up some rocks for goals at the edge of the
camp. The people in the camps had very recently
experienced unimaginable violence and forced
displacement. It was still fresh in their faces and
their bodies. Once the ball started rolling, there
was a release. For that moment, they were not
victims, they were not refugees, they were ballers
experiencing the joy of the game.
When the idea first came up about creating
a football team made up of refugees from the
twelve Darfuri camps in eastern Chad, it was
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important to have conversations
with refugee communities to
see if it was something they
wanted and saw value in.
It’s well-known that football has
this amazing power to create change.
Nonetheless, it was eye-opening to
see how much more it meant to the
refugees. When I first started talking
with them about possibly creating
Darfur United, one leader told
me: “Now we are a part of the
world.” For a population that
had lost so much, having
their own team gives them
a sense of identity and one
that is positive and offers
joy and hope.
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We then began conversations with UNHCR
to see if they would be open to supporting a
seemingly impossible road to a World Football
Cup for non-FIFA teams. To our surprise,
UNHCR in Chad was open to supporting and
agreed to officially endorse our team’s journey
in 2012. We then convinced Chad agencies
to facilitate travel documents. What at first
appeared to be an impossible dream soon
became reality. The team went to compete in
Iraq in what was the official and amazing start
for this improbable team.
The Men’s Team players are now based
in Sweden and the United States. Their
participation with the team has given them a
platform from which to tell their stories and
advocate for peace in Darfur and for a better
life for their families and friends in refugee and
internal displacement camps.
During that journey in 2012, everyone
on the team expressed the need to use the
opportunity to create a positive impact in the
camps, for women, girls, and boys. Women
and girls specifically had never been given the
opportunity to play football nor were there any
comprehensive programmes that included them.
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And so, the Refugees United Soccer Academy
was launched in camp Djabal. The Academy is
run by four trained refugee coaches, two women
and two men, and serves up to 1,000 children,
girls and boys, in each camp. We are now in eight
of the twelve camps in eastern Chad. Thanks
to a partnership with the UEFA Foundation for
Children, we are about to expand to the remaining
four camps.
In 2018, we launched the Darfur United
Women’s Team, made up of the coaches and
graduates from the Academy. While COVID-19
interrupted the team’s plans, we’re now looking
forward to finding opportunities for them to
compete. One exciting upcoming event is the Street
Child World Cup taking place in Qatar in 2022.
Darfur United girls, aged 14-17, will travel with their
refugee coaches to compete and advocate for girls’
access to education.
The teams have been a labour of love, for
the players, for iACT (the non-profit that worked
with the refugees to create the teams), and for
supporters. We’ve never had large sponsorships,
although we’re working to find them.
Football has amazing reach, and Darfur United
has inspired many to support and, more importantly,

to open their hearts and minds to the refugee
experience. My hope is that the Darfur United
Men’s and Women’s teams continue to be a
source of joy for the people of Darfur and for all
refugees. We also want these teams to attract
the attention of people that might not know about
big humanitarian issues but who might, given the
opportunity, become change-makers. Football has
powerful gravity. Darfur United is hope in action.
It’s hard to pick one “best memory” of this
Darfur United football journey. I’ll cheat and give
you three, in no particular order. The first time
the players trying out for the team jogged onto
the dirt field in camp Djabal was surreal. To see
60 young men ready to represent their people
just hit me all at once with a flood of emotions.
Another favourite moment was during the launch
of the Women’s Team. The women trying out
were now experienced coaches and leaders
from our Academy, but that first day we were
distributing new boots and training shirts, the
joy in their faces was glorious. It was a beautiful
moment, filled with wonder and expectation.
The third best memory goes back to 2012 and
Darfur United’s first goal in a World Cup. All I can
say is, wow!

@DarfurUnited
www.dafurunited.com
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COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

For 16 years, FUDELA (Fundacion de las Americas) based in Ecuador has developed
initiatives to transform the lives of children, adolescents, and young people in vulnerable
situations focusing on an holistic approach to human development. One of their areas of
work is using football for inclusion and self-development of refugees. Mauricio Cordova
gives us an insight into their work and the situation facing refugees in Latin America.

F

rom the migratory caravans that leave from
Central America to the Venezuelan walkers
who are forced to travel for weeks in search
of better days, the refugee situation is probably
the most complex challenge the governments in
Latin America have faced over the last decade,
further complicated by the health emergency
caused by Covid-19.
In the case of Ecuador, the huge exodus
of Venezuelan citizens has become more
pronounced. Due to its central location, Ecuador
has been a transit point for more than 1.7 million
Venezuelans since 2017, of whom approximately
25% have settled in large cities and areas
near the north border. Although to a lesser
degree since the peace deal signing, Colombian
refugees have continued to flee from the “narco
guerrillas” and paramilitary groups. These two
situations have generated problems in different
dimensions: education, health, and livelihoods,
among others.
Sport’s role in overcoming these issues
cannot be overstated, as it contributes to
strengthening the resilience and capacity of
youths with refugee and migration backgrounds.
One of the flagship programmes of FUDELA
is Community Champions. A 9-12 month process,
Community Champions develops six values
for life (self-development, respect, discipline,
communication, focus on results and teamwork),
and prevents risk factors from a community
perspective. The approach of FUDELA is
distinct and diverse as it addresses integration
through collaboration between refugees, the host
population, and other minority groups such as
indigenous people and Afro-Ecuadorians.
Another priority of FUDELA’s is to enhance
the employability among young refugees. A
Ganar is our livelihoods project that uses sport
as a catalyst in developing skills for employment,
including assertive communication, respect
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for the rules, and discipline. Over the last two
years, entrepreneurship projects have been
implemented using sport and football as a mean
of sustainability.
As a result of their forced departure from
their country of origin, young people are more
likely to experience episodes of trauma. Although
the precise circumstances of Colombians and
Venezuelans differ from each other, a common
feeling is one of having left all behind: friends,
family, traditions… They then face huge barriers
in accessing services, whether it’s education,
the labour market, leisure, or legal support and
documents. In many cases these barriers infringe
on their fundamental rights. Yet one of the most
disturbing consequences of this migration is

FUDELA’S SIX COMMUNITY
CHAMPION VALUES:
Self-development
Respect
Discipline
Communication
Focus on results
Teamwork

the xenophobia directed towards refugees and
noticeable at all levels of society.
It is true that people have gradually started to
shift and open their minds but still much needs to
be done to reach equity.

SPORT’S ROLE IN INTEGRATION

It could be a football game or a family ping pong
festival. The exact starting point varies, but from
there, the practice of sport continues to be a key
vehicle in positively connecting with participants
and engaging them in workshops and activities to
develop values for life.
For FUDELA, any sports pitch is a space
where everyone, no matter their nationality or
background, is welcomed under the same rules.
The common language of football makes it
possible to tackle exclusion and xenophobia, an
unacceptable type of violence that affects children,
youths and adults. In this regard, the joint work of
FUDELA and Fare network has been remarkable.
As well as regular participation in #FootballPeople
Weeks supporting youths with refugee
backgrounds, in 2019 we produced a toolkit in
cooperation with Fare: “11 goals to integrate,
protect and overcome discrimination”. This unique
resource (available Here) empowers refugee
organisations to create advocacy campaigns and
improve refugees’ integration into host countries.
Integration between refugees and local
communities is a cornerstone principle for
FUDELA. We are able to achieve this thanks in
large part to our local and international partners,
among them Fare network, UNHCR, IOM,
the Secretary of Sport, FIFA Foundation, ITTF
Foundation, Global Compact and the embassies
of Germany and United States.
@Fudela_Ecuador | www.fudela.org.ec

Roselin Landaeta,
34 YEARS OLD, Venezuelan
Participant of a football coaching project
supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Germany.

I want to give low-income
children from Venezuela
an opportunity to continue
dreaming through football
Leaving my country has been one of the
hardest experiences of my life. Starting again
from scratch in all areas is very difficult. My
passion for football and sport began at a
very young age, at 11 years old. When the
economic crisis in my country broke out,
I had to leave everything I was doing and
everything I knew in the search for better
times for my family.
Thanks to my involvement with FUDELA,
I have gained the tools to encourage me
to have my own little football school. It’s a
very humble space since I don’t have the
right sports equipment, but I do have a lot of
creativity, knowledge and initiative. We have
even made our own materials with old rubbers
and recycled bottles. FUDELA has taught me
essential values and soft skills and developed
my resilience.
Now, I give children coming from low-income
families the opportunity to play football, giving
them hope for a better future.
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EXTRA TIME: WHAT TO
LISTEN TO AND WATCH NEXT
Want to learn more? Check out our recommendations
for more Sport x Refugee content:

watch it:

Listen to it:
1. Lovren: My Life As a Refugee
This 20-minute film by Liverpool FC is an
intimate depiction of Dejan Lovren’s journey
leaving Bosnia and Herzegovina at the breakout
of the Bosnian war.
M https://youtu.be/yKzP_9_xFs0

2. RUN – The Athlete Refugee Team Story
In the build-up to this summer’s Olympics,
check out this documentary film, following a
team of refugee athletes preparing to take the
stage in Tokyo.
M https://youtu.be/X0arJe8DAtI

3. Refugees and Football:
Fare #FootballPeople Festival 2020
Join leading refugees and actors from UEFA,
Barca Foundation and UNHCR, explore what role
football should play in supporting refugees and
who this responsibility falls to. The concluding
event in Fare’s 2020 #FootballPeople Festival.

1. All in the Mind: Refugees, Sport and Mental Health
Hear from Australian researchers who travelled to a
refugee camp in Bangladesh, where 500,000 Rohingya
refugees are living, and saw first-hand the impact of sport
refugees’ physical and mental health:
4 https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/refugees-sport-andmental-health/id73330911?i=1000456348121

2. Radio Hakaya Podcast, Episode 5:
Majdi – A Palestinian Perspective
Majdi is a football coach of a women’s team in a Lebanese
refugee camp. Hear his perspective on the realities of life in a
refugee camp, and the double displacement of Palestinians forced
to flee Syria. Available in Arabic and English.
4 https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-asia/radiohakaya-podcast-episode-5-majdi-palestinian-perspective/

3. Burn it All Down: Refugees and Sports
Join the Burn It All Down crew as they break down the
role of sport in issues of refugee inclusion, tackling climate
change, the Covid-19 pandemic and the question of
statelessness, while celebrating some of the many world
class refugee footballers.
4 https://www.burnitalldownpod.com/episodes/199

M https://youtu.be/mY1nGoo0lF4
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FARE REFUGEE XI

The 2021 Refugee XI has a focus on young players and those with exceptional stories.
RIP Fatim.

Fatim Jawara (Goalkeeper) Gambia
Died in the Mediterranean Sea in 2016
Fatim Jawara was goalkeeper for the Red Scorpions and Gambia National
Team. She participated at the U17 World Cup in 2012 in Azerbaïjan. At the
age of 19, Fatim drowned in the Mediterranean Sea trying to reach Europe.

Alphonso davies (DEfender) Bayern Munich/Canada

Born in a refugee camp in Ghana after his parents were forced to flee the
Second Liberian Civil War, Alphonso Davies moved to Canada when he was five
years old. The 20-year-old gained Canadian citizenship in June 2017. He was
part of the Bayern Munich team that won the German League, the domestic cup,
and the UEFA Champions League in 2020. In March 2021, Davies became the
first footballer to be appointed as a Global Goodwill Ambassador for UNHCR.

dejan lovren (DEfender) Zenit Saint Petersburg/Croatia
Aged just three years old, Dejan Lovren and his family fled from the former
Yugoslavia to Germany to escape the Bosnian War. After spending the next
seven years there, his family were forced to leave due to not having the
necessary documentation, moving to Karlovac in Croatia. Lovren was part of
the Croatia team that reached the 2018 World Cup Final, and is playing at this
year’s Euros.

Ebrima Darboe was born in Gambia and left his country at 14 years old to
take a 6-month journey to Europe. He passed through Libya before arriving
in Sicily as an Unaccompanied Minor. Darboe joined AS Roma in 2017 and
signed his professional contract with the club in 2018. He has since made two
appearances for the Gambia national team.

elizabet ejupi (midfielder) Albania/London City Lionesses
Elizabet Ejupi and her family fled Kosovo to escape the war when she was
3 years old. She described leaving as ‘kind of a blur… you just had to drop
everything’. The family reached London, where Ejupi grew up and now plays for
London City Lionesses. She is also part of the Albania National Team.

Fatmire Alushi (midfielder) Germany/Kosovo
In 1993, Fatmire Alushi’s parents fled the conflict in Kosovo and emigrated
to Germany. Alushi first joined the German National Team at U15 level and
continued to play for the German team until her retirement, by which she point
she was a World and European Cup Winner and an Olympic bronze medallist.

ode fulutudilu (forward) Glasgow City/South Africa
Ode Fulutudilu was only 3 when her family was forced to flee the Democratic
Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) for Angola. The family were displaced a
second time due to Angola’s civil war, leading Fulutudilu to Cape Town in South
Africa. Fulutudilu is a South Africa international, and represented her country at
the 2019 FIFA Women’s World Cup. Having previously played in Finland and
Spain, Fulutudilu now plays for Glasgow City.

nadia nadim (forward) Racing Louisville/Denmark

Pione Sisto (DEfender) Midtylland/Denmark

Pione Sisto was born in Uganda after his family fled South Sudan and
embarked on the journey to Europe when he was still a baby. Football
became his education and path to integration into Danish society. Sisto
received his Danish citizenship in 2014 and was quickly called up to play for
the U21s. He represented Denmark at the 2018 FIFA Men’s World Cup.

After her father was murdered by the Taliban, Nadia Nadim was forced to
flee Afghanistan together with her mother and sisters. The family made it to
a refugee camp in Denmark, having used forged passports. Nadim mastered
her football skills at a field next to the refugee camp, and soon after gaining
her Danish citizenship in 20018 became a staple feature in the National Team.
A few weeks ago, Nadim won the French League with PSG, putting an end to
Lyon’s 14-year run. She has since left Paris to join the NWSL’s Racing Louisville.

BaKery JATA (midfielder) Hamburg SC/Gambia

Musu Juwara (forward) Bologna/Gambia

Bakery Jatta arrived in Germany in 2015, having fled Gambia. He joined
Hamburger SV, where he made an instant impact. Jatta, a promising player in the
Bundesliga 2, has been victim of a smear campaign by German media who are
aiming to cast doubt on his background and eligibility for residency.
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ebrima darboe (midfielder) Gambia/AS Roma

Musa Juwara arrived alone in Italy aged 14 after a seven month journey from
Gambia involving the dangerous crossing of the Mediterranean Sea. He started
playing football in a centre for unaccompanied minors in Sicily and has since
joined Serie A club Bologna. Juwara scored his first Seria A goal in July 2020
during a 2-1 win over Inter Milan.
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